Hyperirritable stomach as a cause of nausea and vomiting: clinical and radiographic findings.
The purpose of our study was to characterize the clinical and radiographic features of the hyperirritable stomach and to determine if it is associated with extraintestinal causes of nausea and vomiting in the absence of gastric outlet obstruction, gastroparesis, or intestinal obstruction or ileus. The hyperirritable stomach was characterized on barium studies in 15 patients by rapid emesis of ingested barium, a collapsed stomach with little or no retained debris or fluid, and normal emptying of residual barium into nondilated duodenum and proximal jejunum. Fourteen (93%) of these 15 patients had extraintestinal causes of nausea and vomiting, and 13 (93%) of 14 with clinical follow-up had marked improvement or resolution of symptoms after treatment. Radiologists therefore should evaluate the stomach and duodenum even after rapid emesis of ingested barium in patients with nausea and vomiting to differentiate a hyperirritable stomach from mechanical or functional gastrointestinal obstruction.